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Histological Typing of Skin Tumours. Interna-
tional Histological Classification of Tu-
mours No. 12, R. E. J. ten Seldam and E. B. 
Helwig, in collaboration with L. H. Sobin, 
H. Torloni, and pathologists in eleven coun-
tries. World Health Organization, Geneva, 
1974. (87 pp, 176 co lor illustrations, $40.00; 
including a set of 150 color transparencies, 
$100.00) 
It is difficult to present a classification of skin 
t umors to which all would agree. The classification 
presented in this volume will appear familiar to 
those who have read E. B. Helwig's publications. 
Thus, to name but a few examples , he favors the 
existence of entities such as basosquamous carci-
noma (metatypical carcinoma) and int raep idermal 
epithelioma of Jadassohn, but, on the other hand, 
questions the recognition of "superficial spread ing 
melanoma" as a separate entity. 
Aside from presenting a classification, this book 
gives on 35 pages a brief definition of most of the 
tumors listed in the classification. These defin i-
tions are largely too brief to be meaningful to 
beginner~ , but they iden tify the tumors to those 
who are familiar with them. Unfortunately some of 
the illustrations are not too weJl reproduced and 
are inferior to the same fields shown in t he accom-
panying set of color slides. 
The study of the color slides or, in their absence, 
of the color illustrations, together with the defin i-
tions , can be recommended to advanced students 
of dermatopathology. Beginners probably would do 
well to combine this study with the reading of a 
more detailed textbook of dermatopathology. 
Walter F. Lever, M.D. 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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and conservationism. This is timely and readers of 
The Journal of Investigative Dermatology might 
dip into all its a rticles, though only one is der-
matologic. 
In the first chapter David Bishop and Malcolm 
Reed discuss C4 as against C3 photosynthesis. 
Water is used more efficiently in C4 photosynthe-
sis, the appeal to conservation ism is obvious. To 
those outside this field, as your reviewer , photosyn-
thesis is a fair ly daunting subject; this chapter is 
digestible if taken in small helpings chewed slowly. 
(Note the a uthor acknowledgment to a former 
London G.P., now President of Malawi.) 
Alexander Glazer's chapter on the phycocyanins 
concerns algal pigments that trap 500- 600 nm and 
t ransfer this energy into the usual photosynthetic 
routes , so a sola r spectral region is used that green 
plants cannot. The photochemical behavior and 
biologic role of these tetrapyrrole and other pig-
ments are descr ibed in a review intelligible to the 
nonspecialist. 
The third chapter, by Raymond Smith and John 
Tyler, is on solar transmission in natural waters. 
The i-lossibly noxious effects of ultraviolet radia-
tion are of concern, not only on what we now take 
for granted as seafood , but also on what we may 
have to accept in the future. The basis of hydro-
logic radiometry is given and widely scattered in-
formation on the optical properties of water col-
lected into tables and curves, useful for reference. 
This leads into the next review, on the role of light 
and diurnal rhythms in provoking vertical migra-
tion of plankton, in Chapter 4 by Richard Forward. 
Here we learn that plankton migration varies in a 
complex way depending on species and, inter a lia, 
on light polarization. Photosensitivity may be high 
and certain larval crustacea respond to picowatt 
cm - 2 intens ity of 522 nm light . The ecologic impli-
Photochemical and Photobiological Reviews, cations are clea r. 
Kendric C. Smith (ed). Plenum Publishing In a way, Chapter 6 describes how pediatricians 
Corporation, New York, 1976. (:391 pp; discovered photobiology . I recommend Thomas 
$32.50) Sisson's balanced review on the use of blue light for 
Photobio\ogists dismayed at the demise of the neonatal jaundice. Does one of his conclusions, 
Photophysiology series, edited by Arthur Giese, that phototherapy should be used with the same 
should welcome Photochemical and Photobiologi- care as should a new drug, apply elsewhere? 
cal Reviews. In the first number, the interests of the The book's last review, a tour-de-force of nearly 
editor, Kendric Smith, are particularly well 100 text pages and over 420 references, by Paul 
reflected, i.e ., photobiology with a slan t to ecology Swenson, is an account of the UVR responses of E . 
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